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(25)  It has been urged that the treaty of Vereeniging precludes the
possibility of any such provision being made.
(26)  But it is respectfully submitted that the term "Natives", What,
ever else it may mean, can never include British Indians.
(27)  The Statute-book of the Colony is replete with laws which deal
with the "Natives", but which admittedly do not apply to Asiatics or
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British Indians.
(28)  The fact that Law 3 of 1885 deals specially with Asiatics and
does not apply to the "Natives" shows, too, that the Transvaal laws have
almost invariably distinguished between "Natives" and "Asiatics35.
(29)  Indeed, whereas Natives can, owing to the meaning that the
term has borne, hold landed property in the Transvaal, Asiatics cannot
(30)  Thus, therefore, so far as the Vereeniging compact is concerned
there appears to be no Justification whatever for depriving the Indians
of the franchise.
(31)  But the Committee of the British Indian Association is well aware
of the almost unanimous hostility of white races against provision beine
made in the Constitution for a grant of the franchise to British Indians
(32)  If, therefore, such a grant be considered impossible, it is abso-
lately essential that, apart from the orthodox reservatory clause as to
the power of veto over all class legislation, there should be a special clause
which shall be a living reality, and which, instead of being exercised
only on the rarest occasions, should ensure the fullest protection to the
British Indian settlers as to their right to own landed property, freedom
of movement, and freedom of trade, subject to such safeguards of a general
nature as may be considered necessary, and are made applicable to all
irrespective of race or colour,                                                              *
(33)  Then, and only then, will it be possible, apart from the inherent
right  that every British subject should have to ordinary civil rights in
British dominions, for His Majesty's advisers to redeem the promises specifi-
cally made to British Indians as to their status in the Transvaal.
(34)  Much of what has been stated above applies to the position of
British Indians in-the Orange River Colony.
(35)  There the Indian has no rights, save as a domestic servant. An
elaborate anti-Asiatic law deprives him of practically all civil liberty.
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